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S
u

m
m

a
ry

:

•
O

ur project is best described as a threefold opportunity:

       i) the A
urora A

venue G
atew

ay Bridge

       ii) the pedestrian trail link and sym
bolic “orchard” landscape

       iii) the N
 155th Street Bridge

•
U

rban and historic context are both considered in the choice of bridge types or them
es, creating a connection betw

een

the past, present and future of Shoreline.

•
H

istoric references include (but are not lim
ited to) the G

reat N
orthern R

ailroad, the Interurban Trolley, the M
osquito

Fleet, Shoreline agriculture, and R
ichm

ond Beach as a recreational cottage com
m

unity and an industrial area.

•
Bridges are developed w

ith a railroad them
e or a trolley them

e, w
ith contem

porary considerations and abstractions.

•
A

 fam
ily of bridges m

ay be created w
ith a hierarchy of form

.

•
T

he drainage conditions of the site are view
ed as an opportunity to create a landscape am

enity.

•
T

he Interurban Trail Link, w
ithin the C

ity Light R
ight-of-W

ay, could be set into a sym
bolic orchard recalling Shoreline’s

historic orchards.  T
his greening could provide relief from

 traffic and expanded opportunities for pedestrians and

patrons of nearby retail.  T
his area could include, seating, picnic tables and retail kiosks or carts.

N
ote:  all historical photographs are courtesy of the Shoreline H

istorical M
useum

 C
ollection.
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1
2

3

Top, an aerial site plan of our project.
O

ur project is best described as a
threefold opportunity.
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Top left, the site at N
 155th Street.  T

his
is the proposed site of one of the
pedestrian bridge crossings.  T

he
Interurban Trail continues north
through w

hat is currently a rem
nant

drainage field, bordered by retail,
parking, and a bustling A

urora.  T
his

land is C
ity Light right-of-w

ay.  It offers
a m

ajor opportunity for transform
ation

w
ith the developm

ent of this project.

Top right, this is the  C
ity Entry to

Shoreline.  O
n the corner there is a

sign m
arking the city’s nam

e.  Largely
hidden by traffic, this sign cannot
visually com

pete w
ith the busy street.

T
he A

urora Interurban Trail Bridge
Project offers another opportunity to
announce one’s arrival into Shoreline.

Below
 left, the C

ity Light right-of-w
ay is

approxim
ately 100’ w

ide.  T
his

proposed pedestrian connection
betw

een the tw
o bridges is an

im
portant com

ponent in the success of
this project and it could becom

e a
significant “green link.”

Below
 right, currently, this strip of land is

best characterized as m
ow

ed drainage
field.  It could be transform

ed through
the introduction of low

 berm
s,

attractive drainage sw
ales, trees,

perennials, native plant m
aterials, and a

series of connecting paths, that invite
the passerby to recreate w

ithin the
green-scape and possibly to shop at
nearby retail venues.  A

lso, this could
be a great place to stop and have lunch.
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Top left, the rem
nant abutm

ent of
Pershing Bridge, nam

ed for G
eneral

John J. Pershing, w
ho w

as the com
-

m
ander of the A

m
erican Expeditionary

Forces in Europe during W
orld W

ar I.

Top right, the Interurban Trolley
traveling south over Pershing Bridge at
N

 155th and A
urora A

venue.  T
his is

the site of our proposed crossing.

Below
 left, the Interurban line has

alw
ays been m

arked by pow
er poles

and pow
er lines.  Today, high-m

ast
pow

er lines still m
ark this alignm

ent.
T

hey are sym
bols of progress and

technology.  Still, they are a stark
contrast to their surroundings.  W

e
propose to “em

brace them
” by

assigning a color to the high-m
ast

pow
er poles w

ithin the scope of this
project and this landscape.  T

he
suggested color is w

hite, blue or green,
the exact hue to be determ

ined
through a color study.

Below
 right, the new

 extension of the
Interurban Trail references its railroad
roots, through its railing and the rock
retaining w

all.  R
ock retaining system

s
w

ere com
m

only em
ployed to retain

earth along railroad tracks.  T
his strong

band of rocks is noticeable and
refreshing along the A

urora strip.
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Top left, the new
 Interurban Trail entry

at N
 145th Street is quaint and

rem
iniscent of the sm

all cottage
com

m
unity that established at

R
ichm

ond Beach.  N
estled in a

neighborhood, its scale and attitude is
residential, alm

ost rem
iniscent of a

cottage garden.

Top right, these steps are attractive and
functional, allow

ing one to w
alk

through the landscape or sit and perch.

Below
 left, this com

puter generated
sim

ulation of the proposed corridor
im

provem
ents along A

urora show
s the

greening and tam
ing of A

urora, w
ith the

introduction of street trees, greened
m

edians, stylish street lighting, and
brick-colored pedestrian crossw

alks.
T

hese im
provem

ents are a w
elcom

e
im

provem
ent along this corridor,

establishing a new
 look and new

possibilities for the grow
th and

m
aturation of this com

m
unity.

Below
 right, A

urora A
venue, today is

best characterized as a place “to stop
and shop.”
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Top left, this adorable cottage is one of
the few

 rem
aining original cottage

dw
ellings at R

ichm
ond Beach, the

birthplace of Shoreline.  In its early
days, R

ichm
ond Beach w

as a “country
getaw

ay” place, best characterized by
inns and w

eekend or sum
m

er cottages.

Top right, one of the few
 rem

aining farm
houses left in Shoreline.  T

his farm
-

house, once a part of the fam
ed Q

ueen
C

ity Poultry R
anch, w

as ow
ned and

operated by the by Fish fam
ily.  Yes, the

Fish raised chickens, and for som
e tim

e
their hens held the “egg laying w

orld
record.”

Below
 left, a birdhouse, in R

ichm
ond

Beach com
m

em
orates Shoreline’s

agricultural past, best know
n for its

chicken farm
s, pig farm

s, fruit orchards,
straw

berry and berry fields.  Bird-
houses, recalling the farm

s and cottages
of Shoreline’s yesteryears could be an
interesting “grace note” to add to our
project’s green space.

Below
 right, this sm

all orchard, at the
above farm

house, is one of the few
orchard fragm

ents rem
aining in

Shoreline.  D
uring its heyday, on

Sundays, the Q
ueen C

ity R
anch w

as
overrun by visitors.  M

ost likely, the
orchard’s offered a place for repose
and picnicking.
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Top left, R
ichm

ond Beach pier w
as a

busy place w
hen steam

ers landed.
Frequented by the M

osquito Fleet, this
pier played an im

portant role in the
developm

ent of Shoreline.

Top right, this pedestrian crossing over
the railroad tracks is rem

iniscent of
R

ichm
ond Beach Pier, in its prim

al form
and direct construction m

ethods.

Below
 left, Point W

ells provides a
dram

atic contrast to the now
 recre-

ational area of R
ichm

ond Beach.   In
the early days, Point W

ells provided
em

ploym
ent and opportunity for local

residents, even providing a residential
track of six cottages for em

ployees.
Strategically located, betw

een the
G

reat N
orthern R

ailroad Tracks and
deep w

ater, Point W
ells D

istribution
C

enter w
as first used as a m

arine
fueling station.  Later it w

as enlarged to
handle a full range of C

hevron
products.  In the early days, the
M

osquito Fleet refueled at Point W
ells.

Below
 right, this lovely w

aterfront park,
w

as once a gravel operation.  T
he dual

nature of Shoreline as a recreational
com

m
unity and the land of industrial

opportunities has a long history of
intertw

ined developm
ents.
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Top left, the engineer’s rendering of our
project site, features a box girder
bridge w

ith a truss structure, recalling
the character of m

any railroad bridges.

Top right, this historical im
age illustrates

a truss bridge over Trunk H
ighw

ay at
N

 155th Street, our project site.

Below
 left, the engineer’s rendering of a

proposed arch bridge over A
urora

A
venue.

Below
 right, a typical Interurban Trolley.

T
hese electric trolleys have a great deal

of charm
 and personality.  T

hese big
green cars often had nam

es and/or
num

bers.  T
hey w

ere a very popular
form

 of transportation, providing the
m

eans to m
ove farm

 produce, lum
ber,

goods, and people from
 Seattle to

Everett and beyond.

T
he Interurban Line, initiated in 1902

by Fred E. Sander, w
as running from

Ballard to R
ichm

ond H
ighlands, by

1906.  C
ar #

55 w
as the last one

running in 1939, w
hen the Interurban

System
 ended.  C

ar #
55 m

ay be view
ed

at the Snoqualm
ie Valley R

ailroad
H

istorical M
useum

.
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Top,  C
hain Link Fence -

C
oncrete Tub G

irder

T
he concrete "tub" is a double box

beam
 that is prem

anufactured and the
m

ost econom
ical structural m

ethod
for spanning over A

urora A
venue and

N
 155th Street.  It is a com

m
on type of

structure usually associated w
ith

utilitarian applications.  In this case the
concrete tub is provided w

ith
a fencing system

 know
n as affordable,

that w
ill m

eet the requirem
ents

for public safety.  It is a chain link fence
w

hich provides pedestrians the
necessary protection from

 falling off
the bridge, and also provides
the necessary deterrent to pedestrians
throw

ing objects off the bridge
onto the roadw

ay for the safety of
drivers below

.  W
hile this schem

e is
the m

ost econom
ical, it is also the least

im
aginative w

ith regard to providing
Shoreline w

ith a signature "statem
ent"

in a highly visible location.

Below
 left, alternate view

, on the bridge.

Below
 right, alternate view

, show
ing the

m
aterial palette.
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Top, M
esh and G

lass W
indow

s -
C

oncrete Tub Bridge

A
 prem

anufactured concrete "tub" is
utilized in this schem

e as the m
ost

econom
ical structural m

ethod for
spanning over A

urora and N
 155th

Street.  It is a com
m

on type of
structure usually associated w

ith
utilitarian applications. In this case
how

ever, the tub is provided a
fencing system

 that is w
ell beyond the

requirem
ents for public safety.

T
he m

esh portions of the w
all system

are w
oven w

ire that is overlapped,
carefully detailed w

ith perim
eter

fram
ing, and highlighted by colored

glass "w
indow

s".  T
he w

indow
s are to

the exterior of structure to enhance
a three dim

ensional quality.  T
hese

w
indow

s are a subtle abstraction and
reference to the w

indow
s of a train car.

T
he overall gesture is a crafted

com
position, intended to read as an

holistic contem
porary expression from

a distance, and to provide a richness of
detail and colored shadow

 patterning
for pedestrians on the bridge.

Below
 left, alternate view

, on the bridge.

Below
 right, alternate view

, show
ing the

m
aterial palette.
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Top, Steel A
rch w

ith C
olored and C

lear
G

lass W
all - Steel A

rch Bridge

T
he A

rch Bridge concept em
ploys a

steel arch suspension truss w
ith

alternating blue and clear glass side
w

alls.  T
he structural arched form

is respectful of historic and traditional
bridge form

s.  C
om

bined w
ith

the sim
ple yet sophisticated glass w

all
design, the arched bridge w

ill provide
an elegant and graceful gatew

ay gesture
for the city of Shoreline that w

ill be
distinct from

 1/2 m
ile aw

ay.  T
he blue

diffused glass w
ill distribute light evenly

for an overall glow
ing effect both in

daylight and in the evening.  Interest
w

ill be m
aintained for pedestrians

on the bridge in a rich blue shadow
garden that is open to the sky and
m

ade uplifting by the arches.  Lam
i-

nated glass (the sam
e as an auto

w
indshield) w

ill assure safety, and w
ill

deflect highw
ay noise aw

ay from
pedestrians on the bridge.

Below
 left, alternate view

, on the bridge.

Below
 right, alternate view

, show
ing the

m
aterial palette.



©
V

icki Scuri Sitew
orks

M
enu o

f O
ppo

rtunities fo
r C

ity o
f S

ho
reline Interurban Trail B

ridges, C
O

N
C

EP
T

U
A

LD
ESIG

N
S,   Shoreline, W

A
  M

ay 17, 2004
page 10

Top, "M
ountains and Sky" w

ith M
esh

M
ountains and C

olored G
lass Sky -

Steel Truss Bridge

T
he Steel Truss bridge is a direct

reference to historic train trestle
design of the Interurban era.  T

he
sim

ple geom
etry of the structure lends

itself to a clarity of design that w
ill be

easily perceived on A
urora A

venue
w

hen M
ountains and Sky is view

ed at a
long distance.  T

he backlit blue
glass "Sky" elem

ents w
ill provide

striking clarity to achieve a signature
statem

ent for the C
ity both in natural

daylight and in the evening. D
etailing of

the glass and m
esh w

all w
ill m

aintain
interest for pedestrians in close
proxim

ity.  T
he M

ountain and G
lass Sky

elem
ents w

ill create a bold and rich
shadow

 pattern w
ithin the bridge.

W
hile em

bracing historic bridge design,
the M

ountains and Sky concept is also
a strong recall to vistas of the O

lym
pic

and C
ascade m

ountain ranges -
natural features that relate Shoreline to
its place in the Puget Sound region.

Below
 left, alternate view

, on the bridge.

Below
 right, alternate, view

 show
ing the

m
aterial palette.
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Top, “Shoreline Trolley W
ave” -

C
oncrete Tub G

irder

T
his contem

porary design captures the
spirit of Shoreline by referencing its
history and suggesting its nam

e, in a
central, raised, w

avelike gesture.  W
ith a

distinctive palette of shaped blue glass,
tw

o densities of w
oven w

ire m
eshes,

m
oire patterning, and spaces open-to-

the-sky, this bridge w
indow

s and
transitions, creating a sense of
m

ovem
ent and pedestrian scale.  T

he
central focused facade suggests a
w

avelike pattern and a greenhouse.  It
im

plies the C
ity’s nam

e, “Shoreline,”
creating a gatew

ay or C
ity entrance.

•T
he shaped glass panels echo trolley

w
indow

 patterning and cast evocative
blue colored shadow

s.

• Focused central glass w
indow

s
suggest a greenhouse and recall
Shoreline’s original  “green thum

b.”

•C
entral w

ave patterning im
plies the

nam
e, “Shoreline,” and suggests a

gatew
ay or C

ity entrance.

In early days, Shoreline w
as an

agricultural com
m

unity, know
n for its

orchards, farm
s and greenhouses.  T

he
Interurban Trolley Line helped m

ove
people and products to their destina-
tions, bringing grow

th and prosperity
to the region.

Below
 left, alternate view

, on the bridge.

Below
 right, alternate view

, show
ing the

m
aterial palette.
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Top, an Interurban Trolley w
ith its

distinct trolley w
indow

 patterning at
the top edge and at the m

idsection of
the car.   T

he w
indow

s provide a lyrical
patterning m

otif.

M
iddle, “Shoreline Trolley W

ave,” detail.
T

his bridge captures the spirit of the
trolley era and the D

eco design era,
transform

ing  the visual elem
ents of

both to m
ake a contem

porary design
that is contextual w

ith the site and its
history.  T

he m
otif offers several

historical references and contem
porary

readings, listed below
:

•T
he first reading is the direct

reference to the Interurban Line, via
the trolley w

indow
 patterning m

otif.

•T
he second reading is that of a

greenhouse, referencing Shoreline’s
historic greenhouses and its agricul-
tural roots.

• T
he third reading im

plies the nam
e

“Shoreline” through a w
avelike gesture.

T
his focused facade suggests a gatew

ay
or entrance, creating a sense of place.

Below
, another variation.  T

his variation
sim

plifies the form
 to create a sim

pler
statem

ent.  T
his bridge, paired w

ith the
m

ore elaborate, “Shoreline Trolley
W

ave,”  establishes a hierarchy of
bridges, w

ith the prim
ary statem

ent
located over A

urora A
venue, and the

secondary statem
ent located over

N
 155th Street.

Bruck blue LED
 lights along girder face

O
pen to sky
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Top left, an exam
ple of the M

adison
Street Bridge in C

hicago w
ith Bruck

A
L-C

 blue LED
 lights installed across

the front face of the girder.  T
he A

L-C
LED

 fixture is a durable light
designed for tough sites, offering
100,000 hours of perform

ance.  It is
com

pact and bright, available in five
colors.  W

e recom
m

end a blue or
green fixture selected to m

atch the
colored glass selection.

Top right, an A
L-C

 blue LED
 fixture.

Below
 right, and A

L-C
 green LED

fixture w
ith a different face m

ounting.

Below
 left, an exam

ple of w
oven w

ire
space cloth.  1/2” m

esh featured.  T
he

m
esh is defined by the space

betw
een w

ires.  T
his cloth com

es in a
variety of opening sizes.  It is
attractive, durable and affordable.

page 13
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Left, the architect’s sketch of the
proposed ram

p.  T
his ram

p creates an
elegant ground form

, w
ith a slow

curve rising in a ratio of 1:20, to
provide a slow

 steady uninterrupted
clim

b to the top.  It features a plateau
landscape, w

ith up-lights on the trees,
providing safety and a nighttim

e
beacon.  A

lso, this plateau landscape
provides the opportunity to exit the
bridge, and rest, overlook the grounds
below

, and then resum
e the journey.



©
V

icki Scuri Sitew
orks

M
enu o

f O
ppo

rtunities fo
r C

ity o
f S

ho
reline Interurban Trail B

ridges, C
O

N
C

EP
T

U
A

LD
ESIG

N
S,   Shoreline, W

A
  M

ay 17, 2004
page 15

Top left, sycam
ore leaf form

s cast in
concrete are featured at the D

exter
H

ill C
lim

b A
partm

ents, in Seattle.  T
his

application of form
 liners could be

applied to an M
SE w

all system
 for the

project ram
p.  Form

 liners are capable
of reproducing patterns and textures
in the concrete, as part of the standard
building process. M

any designs are
possible.  (Leaf designs by V

icki Scuri.)

Top right, another view
 of the D

exter
Lake U

nion A
partm

ents H
ill C

lim
b.

Even in shadow
ed conditions, this

2-inch raised relief holds its ow
n,

creating a dram
atic descent.

Below
 left, patterned M

SE w
alls on the

W
est G

aler Flyover project, are a
collaboration of C

H
2M

 H
ill and V

icki
Scuri Sitew

orks.  T
his efficient one

pattern repeat, w
ith an-offset-and-a-

180-degree-rotation, creates a diagonal
braid that references the m

arine
w

aterfront and Im
m

unex, a prim
ary

tenant at the site.

Below
 right, another view

 of W
est G

aler
Flyover patterned M

SE w
alls.
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Top and bottom
, this conceptual view

 of
the bridge ram

p em
ploys an M

SE
pattern system

, based on the profile of
a 115-pound railroad rail, and 2.5-inch
diam

eter rope.  T
he patterning is

contextual w
ith the site and Shoreline’s

history, referencing Shoreline’s strategic
location on railroad lines and its role in
supporting the M

osquito Fleet.  T
he rail

and m
arine them

e is supported by the
application and abstraction of recogniz-
able textures, that are transform

ed to
create a bold and flow

ing im
age.  T

he
overall height of the ram

p is approxi-
m

ately 20-feet.



©
V

icki Scuri Sitew
orks

M
enu o

f O
ppo

rtunities fo
r C

ity o
f S

ho
reline Interurban Trail B

ridges, C
O

N
C

EP
T

U
A

LD
ESIG

N
S,   Shoreline, W

A
  M

ay 17, 2004
page 17

Top, a close-up of the ram
p.  T

he ram
p

could be planted w
ith a supporting

plant palette, suggesting a m
arine

them
e.  T

his palette could include
ornam

ental grasses and vines like
Boston Ivy that provide seasonal color
and interest, providing m

ovem
ent and

an organic counterpoint to the
rationalized pattern system

.

T
he featured railing references the

m
esh railing of m

any M
osquito Fleet

Steam
ers.  A

lso, it is fabricated from
the sam

e m
esh that is proposed for

the bridge.

Bottom
, m

agnifications of the railroad
rail texture and the basic form

 liner
unit.  T

his pattern m
otif requires tw

o
m

aster m
olds:  an original and its

m
irror.  T

hese units are pattern
m

apped to create a variety of designs,
that hum

anize the scale of the ram
p

and deter graffiti by introducing a
heavily textured surface.
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Top left, the Seattle Street Project,
located in north Seattle, on 2nd
A

venue N
W

 betw
een 113th and 120th

Streets, is an excellent exam
ple of

perennial and native plant m
aterials

established along a drainage system
.  It

reads as an attractive landscape.   T
his

street features a series of connected
shallow

 drainage basins, that are both
w

et and dry, w
ith a low

 m
aintenance

(prim
arily) native plant palette.  T

he
plants require m

inim
al m

aintenance
and  they provide seasonal interest
throughout the year.

Top right, redtw
ig dogw

ood.  T
his hardy

native has an attractive glow
ing red

bark w
ith leaves that turn golden

yellow
 in autum

n.  H
eavy pruning

enhances the red intensity of the bark,
creating a stunning w

inter statem
ent,

even after all of the leaves have fallen.
It is a show

y, upright plant that is very
suited to the drainage conditions of
the furrow

s.

Below
 left, the Seattle Street Project

transform
s a standard “straight” street

into a curvilinear journey w
ith green

buffers of plants and shrubs betw
een

vehicles and pedestrians.  It presents
and excellent m

odel w
ith sim

ilar
conditions as the site of our proposed
pedestrian link.

Below
 right, straw

berry groundcover.  In
our site, the addition of straw

berry
groundcover could be a contextual
reference to the straw

berry fields of
Shoreline’s agricultural heritage.
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T
op left, this is one exam

ple of a
seasonally w

et/dry drainage furrow
.  It

features beach rock, and a variety of
low

 m
aintenance plant m

aterials.

Top right, this is an exam
ple of the

drainage conditions currently on our
site.  T

hese furrow
s do not offer

am
enity.  T

hey could be transform
ed to

follow
 the Seattle Streetscape m

odel.

Below
 left, here is another exam

ple of
an attractive drainage solution,
featuring sm

all ornam
ental trees and

w
ispy green plant m

aterials en m
asse

that suggest the look of w
ater.   T

his
type of approach is appropriate for our
site.  In the right-of-w

ay, there exists an
opportunity to create a restorative
green landscape that supports the
drainage requirem

ents of the site, w
hile

creating an attractive am
enity and

buffer zone for pedestrians and drivers
alike.  T

his area could becom
e an

identity landscape and landm
ark.

Below
 right, a functional drainage grate.

D
rainage grates offer the possibility of

functional art.  T
his presents another

possibility for placem
aking, perhaps by

introducing farm
 produce im

agery on
the drainage grates.
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Top left, m
anaged parking m

itigates
parking spraw

l and establishes a sense
of place for vehicles and pedestrians.
A

t the Seattle Street Project, parking is
organized into sm

all clusters that are
interspersed along the street.  T

his
allow

s for m
ore planting areas, a

curved street and pedestrian pathw
ays

that are car-free.

Top right, by com
parison, the parking lot

adjacent to our project site is best
described as spraw

ling.  T
here is scant

greening and little consideration for
pedestrians.  T

his area could greatly
benefit from

 a parking study.

Bottom
 left, the berm

 adjacent to the
sidew

alk at R
onald Bog provides a

buffer betw
een the street traffic and

the park.

Bottom
 right, from

 w
ithin the park, only

the tops of vans and large trucks are
visible.  Sm

aller vehicles are hidden by
the berm

, that also serves as a sound
buffer.  O

ur project could benefit from
a low

 berm
ed edge along A

urora
A

venue, providing a visual buffer to the
traffic.  T

his berm
ed edge could be

planted w
ith trees, shrubs, ornam

ental
grasses and groundcovers, to create a
strong visual statem

ent.
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Top left,  a plan view
 of bridge crossing,

m
edian, ram

p and path.  (O
ption A

,
show

s the existing Pizza H
ut drivew

ay,
w

hich m
ay be relocated:  O

ption B.)
O

ur project offers the possibility of
enhanced landscaping.  Trees m

ay be
planted  along the trail leading to the
bridge, along the m

edian, w
ithin the

ram
p plateau landscape and along the

right-of-w
ay, suggesting an orchard.

T
his significant addition of trees w

ould
greatly enhance the experience of
pedestrians and of those driving along
A

urora A
venue.  It could becom

e a
“C

ity Landm
ark,” supporting the

Interurban Trail Bridge crossings, and
m

arking the C
ity’s Entry.

Top right, Shoreline w
as once a farm

ing
com

m
unity.  Local farm

ers raised
chickens, hogs and a variety of produce.
O

rchards w
ere a com

m
on sight.  T

his
rem

nant orchard, rem
aining in C

arkeek
Park, suggests w

hat Shoreline’s
orchard’s m

ight have looked liked fifty
or m

ore years ago w
hen they w

ere cut
from

 the forest.

Below
, this plan view

 of the pedestrian
link betw

een bridges, depicts the
Interurban Trail gently curving along a
low

 berm
 (street side) and along an

array of trees w
ith shallow

 drainage
sw

ales (parking lot side).  T
his land-

scape offers a reference to Shoreline’s
orchards.   A

urora A
venue w

as once a
narrow

 road bordered by sm
all

cottages, gardens and orchards.  T
his

plan could be developed to include
benches, picnic tables and kiosks that
are m

anaged by local vendors.  T
his

could becom
e an “outdoor” cafe.
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Top left, plan view
 of bridge crossing,

m
edian, ram

p and path.  O
ption B

m
oves the Pizza H

ut drivew
ay further

south of the bridge.  T
his allow

s for
greater safety along the Interurban Trail
for pedestrians, bicyclists and drivers
alike.  It increases visibility at the ram

p
and at the drivew

ay.  T
his is the

preferred option for locating a
drivew

ay if one is required.

Top right, T
he N

orthgate Park-and-R
ide

provides an  excellent m
odel for the

integration of trees, pedestrian paths
and vehicular traffic.  T

his com
m

unity
inspired Sound Transit Project raises
the level of expectation for a park and
ride.  It delivers a strong im

age and
provides a refreshing experience for
the users of this facility.  T

he density
and the variety of trees suggests an
“urban forest.”  T

hroughout the year,
this landscaped parking lot is interest-
ing and inviting.  It provides a strong
contrast to N

orthgate M
all’s barren

asphalt parking lots w
hich are nearby,

across the street.  (T
he landscape

architect for this project is Barbara
O

akrock, w
ith artist C

ris Bruch.)

Below
, O

ption B, the plan view
illustrated below

, show
s a new

 location
for the Pizza H

ut drivew
ay.  Integrating

the drivew
ay w

ithin the orchard grid, it
slices through the park and connects
A

urora A
venue to parking and retail.

To prom
ote a safe crossing, the

drivew
ay is a different color and

texture from
 the Interurban Trail.

Perhaps pedestrian lighting should be
introduced at this crossing to prom

ote
greater visibility and safety.
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Top left, plan of bridge crossing, m
edian,

ram
p and path.

Top right, an exam
ple of m

anaged
parking, from

 the Seattle Street Project.
H

ere the concrete border and diagonal
parking integrates w

ith the landscape
and streetscape patterning.  T

his
exam

ple m
ay be applicable to the

D
enny’s site, w

here a parking strip
abuts the orchard.

Below
:  O

ption C
, is illustrated by the

site plan of the Interurban Trail
O

rchard w
ith a parking or picnic area

cut into the low
er right near D

enny’s
R

estaurant.  T
his parking area is show

n
as a stam

ped concrete pattern, im
plying

a dual function as a picnic space or a
parking area.  Edges and surface
treatm

ents are im
portant here in

order to m
itigate the sense of parking

intruding into the site.  Ideally, D
enny’s

parking stalls w
ould be relocated to

another area outside of our project
site.  R

elocating the parking requires
further study.

A
s A

urora A
venue has few

 open-space
opportunities for significant greening,
this “identity orchard” offers a great
am

enity to the street and to the
adjacent retail area.  It could function
as a picnic area or a w

alking course for
people w

ho w
ork, shop or w

ho happen
upon this area.  A

lso, it creates a
landm

ark, announcing the C
ity entry.
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Top left, apple blossom
s.  T

he grace,
serenity, and beauty offered by
flow

ering trees of an orchard w
ould be

a positive addition to the C
ity Light

right-of-w
ay site and the Interurban

Trail Shoreline Bridges Project.  W
hile

this orchard m
ay be m

ore sym
bolic

than replicating an historic orchard, its
connection to history and its contribu-
tion to the site and to the surrounding
area w

ould not be unnoticed.

Top right, an apple tree at the rem
nant

C
arkeek O

rchard.  W
hile the trees

selected for the Interurban Trail
O

rchard m
ay differ from

 those of the
original Shoreline farm

s, it is the
addition of so m

any trees, their beauty,
their repose and their historic context
that is im

portant here.  T
he orchard is

a gesture that connects the present to
its past, and offers a perspective for
view

ing the future.  It presents a w
ay at

looking at infrastructure and our place
in the landscape as m

ore com
patible

holistic system
s.  A

n orchard, like a
bridge is a hum

an-m
ade intervention.

M
ay these m

anifestations be holistic
gestures connecting our built w

orks to
our landscapes to the people they
serve, creating places that enhance the
health and w

ell-being our culture.

Below
 left, a successful exam

ple of
parking, trees and transportation at
N

orthgate Park-and-R
ide.

Below
 right, at N

orthgate Park-and-
R

ide, “on the right path.”
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